
This is the week we 
look forward to from 
the time the puppies 
are born!  They now 
will begin to interact 
with one another and 
will discover ‘toys.’  
Their eyes and ears 
have opened suffi-
ciently that they can 
see and hear although 
not as well as they will 
be able to in another 
week.  Their teeth be-
gin to erupt causing 
their mama to retreat 
from the whelping box.  
Although their tails are 
pretty short, we will 
begin to see them wag 
and the pups will now 
bark rather than 
squeak.  Even at this 

very young age we will 
begin to see subtle 
personality traits begin-
ning to develop, espe-
cially at the food dish.  
Although they’ll still 
sleep 90% of the time, 
when they’re awake 
they are aware of our 
presence and sur-
roundings.  We have 
soft toys in their play 
area which they will 
mouth and gum; we’ll 
also continue to ex-
pose them to various 
surfaces for walking 
(rugs, rubber, wood, 

plastic.) 

 

We will likely have just 
started them on solid 

(mushy) food by the 
time they are 3 weeks 
old; especially with a 
large litter.  The first 
meals are food from 
our farm—raw ground 
lamb, chevre, eggs ~ 
these are all highly pal-
atable foods for a 

baby’s digestive system. 

Coming Alive! 

The Mama Dog  

This week starts the 
next chapter for the 
mother dog.  With the 
eruption of teeth in 
her puppies, she’ll leave 
them more often but 
will also be producing 
more milk.  It can be a 

challenge to keep a 
mother dog in good 
weight.  We will often 
feed free-choice and 
supplement with raw 
chicken backs and 
lamb.  As the pups eat 
more solid food. She 

will stop cleaning the 
whelping area; a task 
that I, unfortunately, 

must now take on! 

 

Clean towels!! 

Briarlea Bouvier 
Puppies 

Ruby 

Cyrano 

Fawn F 3.8 

Pink F 3.8 

Grizzle F 3.12 

Yellow F 3.6 

Green M 3.6 

Blue M 3.6 

Red M 3.12 

WEIGHTS 

 

 

Look how quickly the 

brain develops      

between the time the 

pup is 1 day old until 

he is an adult!   

Example #4 on the 

top is at 3 weeks! 
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Dealing With Dominance In Dogs 
What does “dominance” mean? 

In order to understand why your dog is acting “dominant,” it’s important to know some things about canine 
social systems. Animals who live in social groups, including domestic dogs and wolves, establish asocial struc-
ture called a dominance hierarchy within their group. This hierarchy serves to maintain order, reduce conflict 
and promote cooperation among group members. A position within the dominance hierarchy is established 
by each member of the group, based on the outcomes of interactions between themselves and the other 
pack members. The more dominant animals can control access to valued items such as food, den sites and 
mates. For domestic dogs, valued items might be food, toys, sleeping or resting places, as well as attention 
from their owner. 

In order for your home to be a safe and happy place for pets and people, it’s best that the humans in the 
household assume the highest positions in the dominance hierarchy. Most dogs assume a neutral or submissive 
role toward people, but some dogs will challenge their owners for dominance.  

A dominant dog may stare, bark, growl, snap or even bite when you give him a command or ask him to give 
up a toy, treat or resting place. Sometimes even hugging, petting or grooming can be interpreted as gestures 
of dominance and, therefore, provoke a growl or snap because of the similarity of these actions to behaviors 
that are displayed by dominant dogs. Nevertheless, a dominant dog may still be very affectionate and may 
even solicit petting and attention from you. 

You may have a dominance issue with your dog if: 

He resists obeying commands that he knows well. 

He won’t move out of your way when required. 

He nudges your hand, takes you’re arm in his mouth or insists on being petted or played with (in 

other words, ordering you to obey him). 

He defends his food bowl, toys or other objects from you. 

He growls or bares his teeth at you under any circumstances. 

He won’t let anyone (you, the vet, the groomer) give him medication or handle him. 

He gets up on furniture without permission and won’t get down. 

He snaps at you. 

What to do if you recognize signs of dominance in your dog: 

If you recognize the beginning signs of dominance aggression in your dog, you should immediately-
consult an animal behavior specialist. No physical punishment should be used. Getting physical with 
a dominant dog may cause the dog to intensify his aggression, posing the risk of injury to you. With a 
dog that has shown signs of dominance aggression, you should always take precautions to ensure 
the safety of your family and others who may encounter your dog by: 

Avoiding situations that elicit the aggressive behavior. 

During the times your dog is acting aggressively, back off and use “happy talk” to relieve the 

tenseness of the situation. 

Supervise, confine and/or restrict your dog’s activities as necessary, especially when children or 

other pets are present. 

When you’re outdoors with your dog, use a “Gentle Leader” or muzzle. 

When you’re indoors with your dog, control access to the entire house by using baby gates and/or 

by crating your dog. You can also use a cage-type muzzle, or a ”Gentle Leader” and leash, but 

only when you can closely supervise your dog. 

Dominance aggression problems are unlikely to go away without your taking steps to resolve them. 



Treatment of dominance aggression problems should always be supervised by an animal behavior 

specialist since dominant aggressive dogs can be potentially dangerous. 

The following techniques, which don’t require a physical confrontation with your dog, 

can help you gain some control: 

“Nothing in Life is Free” is a safe, non-confrontational way to establish your leadership and requires 

your dog to work for everything he gets from you. 

Have your dog obey at least one command (such as “sit”) before you pet him, give him dinner, 

put on his leash or throw a toy for him. If your dog doesn’t know any commands or doesn’t 

perform them reliably, you’ll first have to teach him, using positive reinforcement, and practice 

with him daily. You may need to seek professional help if your dog is not obeying each time you 

ask after two to three weeks of working on a command. 

Don’t feed your dog people food from the table and don’t allow begging. 

Don’t play “tug of war,” wrestle or play roughly with your dog. 

Ignore barking and jumping up. 

Don’t allow your dog on the furniture or your bed, as this is a privilege reserved for leaders. If your 

dog growls or snaps when you try to remove him from the furniture, use a treat to lure him off. 

Otherwise, try to limit his access to your bed and/or furniture by using baby gates, a crate, or by 

closing doors. 

Always remember to reward good behavior. 

Consult your veterinarian about acupuncture, massage therapy or drug therapy. 

Obedience classes may be helpful in establishing a relationship between you and your dog in 

which you give commands and he obeys them (be sure to choose a trainer who uses positive 

reinforcement methods). Obedience classes alone, however, won’t necessarily prevent or reduce 

dominance aggression. 

A Note About Children and Dogs 

From your dog’s point of view, children, too, have a place in the dominance hierarchy. Because 
children 

are smaller and get down on the dog’s level to play, dogs often consider them to be playmates, 
rather 

than superiors. Small children and dogs should not be left alone together without adult supervision. 

Older children should be taught how to play and interact appropriately and safely with dogs; how-
ever, no child should be left alone with a dog who has displayed signs of aggression. 

 

Finally, if you believe your Bouvier is exhibiting signs of aggression as a youngster, please contact us!  
Young Bouviers from working lines often test the limits between the ages of 10 months and 2 years of 
age.  Help your young partner prepare for this time by extensively socializing him as a little guy! 

 




